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of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Westbury  and 
Whorwellsdown  Rural  District  for  the  Year  1904. 


To  the  Chair?nan  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  several  Districts  in  your  area. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  27,118  acres. 

The  Population  in  1901  was  6404. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  were  ; 

Westbury  -  -  Males,  47  ;  Females,  29;  Total,  76. 

North  Bradley  -  Males,  38;  Females,  32;  Total,  70. 

Total  for  the  whole  District  -  146. 

The  Birth-rate  per  looo  of  the  estimated  population  (6563) 
is  22'2. 

The  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  were  : 

Westbury  -  -  Males,  20;  Females,  22;  Total,  42. 

North  Bradley  -  Males,  23;  Females,  21;  Total,  44. 

Total  for  the  whole  District  -  86. 

The  Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  (6563) 
is  13-1. 

Infant  Mortality  was  rather  higher  for  the  past  year,  eighteen  cases 
being  registered,  which  giYes  a  rate  of  i2  3‘3  per  1000,  an  increase  of 
217  on  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years.  The  mortality  was  of  the 
usual  type ;  Premature  Birth,  General  Debility,  Marasmus,  and 
Convulsions.  One  was  due  to  accident. 

Notification  of  Diseases. — Forty-eight  cases  were  notified  to  me 
during  the  year;  thirty-five  cases  Scarlet  Fever,  ten  Erysipelas,  two 
Diphtheria  and  one  of  Puerperal  Septicaemia. 
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Of  the  thirty-five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  the  greater  part  were  due 
to  the  continuance  of  the  epidemic  at  Bratton  which  commenced  in 
the  last  two  months  of  the  previous  year.  Cases  occurred  in  nineteen 
houses.  The  houses  have  been  as  efficiently  disinfected  as  possible, 
but  the  difficulty  of  isolating  cases  in  cottages  is,  in  many  cases, 
insuperable,  and  the  difficulty  of  disinfecting  rooms  that  are  unceiled 
or  open  to  stair-cases  renders  disinfection  by  fumigation  a  name 
rather  than  a  reality. 

The  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  of  a  very  mild  character  and 
rapidly  recovered. 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Bloodpoisoning  was  at  Drynham,  North 
Bradley,  and  was  fatal.  I  visited  the  house  immediately  on  receipt 
of  notification  and  fortunately  met  the  Medical  Man  in  attendance 
on  the  case.  The  house  was  very  dirty,  an  overflowing  cesspit  close 
to  the  back  door  with  pig  styes  also  close  by  which  were  exceedingly 
foul.  I  recommended  that  the  house  be  closed  until  it  was  put  into 
a  proper  sanitary  condition,  and  this  was  done. 

Three  houses  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation,  the 
one  just  referred  to,  one  at  Bradley,  and  the  other  at  Hawkeridge. 
Two  of  these  have  been  repaired  and  are  now  in  occupation,  and 
the  other  is  being  repaired. 

Four  new  houses  have  been  erected  at  Bratton  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  These  are  most  satisfactory  and 
were  immediately  occupied  when  finished. 

Steeple  Ashton  is  still  without  a  proper  supply  of  water  fit  for 
domestic  purposes  :  the  water  in  the  wells  being  dangerous.  In  my 
last  Report  I  advocated  the  advisability  of  procuring  a  supply  of 
water  for  the  Village.  It  is  a  matter  which  requires  immediate 
attention. 

Chap7nanslade. — The  springs  selected  for  the  contemplated  supply 
of  water  for  the  Village  have  been  tested  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  scheme  for  disposal  of  Sewage  at  Road  is  in  abeyance  at 
present.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  carried  out  at  no  distant 
date. 

In  my  periodical  visits  through  the  different  districts  I  have  found 
but  little  to  complain  of,  and  I  think  that  the  statistics  shew  that  the 
past  year  has  been  a  healthy  one,  the  exception  being  the  outbreak 
of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Bratton  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has  practically 
ceased. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  H.  REED,  M.O.H. 


Table  i. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during^  1904  and  previous  Years. 
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Table  2. — Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1904  and  previous  Years. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1904. 


Factories^  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


I. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector 
or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

4  Factories 

16 

\ 

Nil. 

Nil. 

9  Workshops 

1 

1 

1 

27 

) 

TOTAL  ..! 

1 

1 

43 

2. — Defects  found. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prcsecutions. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Cnsufficient 

Sanitai)  I 

accommodaLions 

Inot  separate  for  sexes 

TOTAL 

I 

I 

1  Nil 

I 

I 

lO 

3. — Homework. 


Number  of 

Homework. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Lists  received 

2 

140 

Addresses  f  forwarded  to  other  Authorities 

of  1 

outworkers  (received  from  other  Authorities  ... 

4 

WALTER  H.  REED,  M.O.H. 


To  the  Wesibury  and  Whorwellsdown  Riu'al  District  Council. 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

For  the  Year  ending  December,  1904. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  ray  twentieth  Annual  Report  as  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  your  district. 

Mam  Roads. — ^Beyond  the  ordinary  repair  and  maintenance, 
nothing  has  been  done  on  these  roads,  the  low  quarters  have  been 
raised  along  Steeple  Ashton  Common,  and  a  new  iron  fence  has  been 
substituted  for  the  old  wooden  one  to  the  pond  at  Tinhead.  The 
drain  in  front  of  Flaxfield  Farm,  Southwick,  has  been  taken  up, 
repaired  and  relayed. 

District  Highways. — The  ordinary  repair  and  maintenance  have 
been  carried  out  on  these  roads,  and  new  surface  water  drains  have 
been  placed  in  Butts  Lane,  Bratton;  Bulkington  Village;  Bulkington 
Drove  Lane;  Blind  Lane,  Southwick;  Norris  Hill  Lane;  Cutteridge 
Lane  ;  Tinhead  Hollow  ;  Sandy  Lane,  West  Ashton  ;  and  Coulston 
Village. 

An  improvement  in  the  Fairwood  Road  has  been  made  by  Messrs. 
Case  &  Son  setting  back  the  boundary  line  to  their  new  Cottages. 

Building.- — There  has  been  an  increased  amount  of  building 
during  the  past  year,  one  House  at  Dilton  Marsh,  six  Cottages  at 
Penleigh,  twelve  near  Penknap,  four  at  Bratton,  and  one  at  Southwick 
have  been  erected,  and  plans  have  been  passed  for  a  House  at  Keevil 
and  rebuilding  a  Cottage  at  Bratton. 

Road  Drainage. — Plans  and  estimates  for  a  Joint  Sewer  and 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  the  Village  of  Road  have  been  sent  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  an  inquiry  was  held  in  May  last. 
ITe  Board  required  modifications  in  the  Outfall  Sewer  and  Tanks, 
and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  same. 

Chapfnanslade  Water  Supply. — For  live  months  I  have  made 
gaugings  of  the  overflow  from  Whitborne  Springs,  Corsley,  and  the 
results  are  satisfactory. 


Steeple  Ashton  Water  Supply. — Gauging>  are  being  made  of  the 
various  springs  at  Rood  Ashton  and  the  results  to  date  are  promising. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — I  regret  to  say  that  the  Cowsheds  and 
Piggeries  generally  throughout  the  district  are  not  kept  so  clean  as 
they  should  be,  the  sanitary  value  of  hot  limewash  on  the  walls  and 
partitions  of  these  buildings  does  not  seem  to  be  realized  by  the 
majority  of  tenants.  The  yards  in  many  cases  are  full  of  holes 
allowing  stagnant  water  to  lie  about,  a  very  little  extra  attention 
would  effect  a  great  improvement  in  this  direction. 

Successful  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  in  a  case  of  an  insufficient 
supply  of  water  at  Dilton  Marsh,  and  also  in  respect  to  two  dilapi¬ 
dated  cottages  at  Hawkeridge. 

Seventy  notices  have  been  served  relating  to  sanitary  matters.  I 
have  made  the  usual  periodical  inspections  of  the  district,  and  the 
work  has  been  of  a  normal  character. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  H.  STANLEY. 


Rural  District  of  Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown. 


Sanita7'y  hispecto?' — Mr.  W.  H.  STANLEY. 

Address — Market  House  Chambers,  Trowbridge. 

W/iether  whole  ti7ne  devoted  to  duties  of  Sa7iita7y  hispector 

or  710 1  ?  No. 

Date  of  last  Re-appoi7it77ie7it — September,  1904. 

Summary  of  Work  done  in  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 
during  year  ending  31st  December,  1904. 


Preve7itio7i  of  Pifectious  Disease  wider  direction  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

No.  of  tiouses  Disinfected  and  Cleansed  ...  6 
Houses. 

No.  Erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  made  fit  for  Habitation  ...  ...  3 

House  Di'ains. 

No.  Laid  or  Re-laid  ...  ...  ...  22 

Water  Closets. 

Water  Closets  not  general  in  the  District. 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  Wells  Sunk  ...  ...  ...  i 

No.  of  Wells  Closed  as  Polluted  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Houses  Supplied  from  Waterworks 

(during  year)  ...  ...  ...  27 

No.  of  Samples  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  5 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  Registered  or  Licensed  ...  •••5 

No.  Regularly  Inspected  ...  ...  •••5 

Dailies  and  Cozusheds. 

No.  of  Persons  Engaged  in  Milk  Trade  now  on 

Register  and  under  Supervision  ...  79 

Factories  and  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 


No.  under  Inspection  ...  ...  •••  ^3 

Accumulation  of  Offensive  Refuse. 

No.  of  Removals  ...  •••  •••3 

Legal  Pi'oceedings. 

No.  Taken  ..  ...  ..  ...  2 

No.  of  Convictions  Obtained  ...  ...  2 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  70 

No.  of  Notices  Cian plied  with  ...  ■••63 

No.  of  Notices  Outstanding  ...  ...  7 


